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BACKGROUND 

The  Student  Advisory  Council  to  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education  was 
established  by  Chapter  1009  of  the  Acts  of  1971.  The  Student  Advisory  Council 
is  comprised  of  eleven  regional  student  advisory  councils  and  one  state 
student  advisory  council.  Each  high  school  student  body  in  the  Commonwealth 
elects  two  delegates  to  one  of  the  eleven  regional  councils  which  meets 
monthly.  The  eleven  regional  councils,  in  turn,  elect  four  delegates  to  the 
State  Student  Advisory  Council.  The  state  council  elects  three  officers:  a 
recorder,  a  vice-chairperson,  and  a  chairperson  who  serves  as  a  voting  member 
of  the  Board  of  Education  representing  the  council  and  the  secondary  school 
students  of  the  Commonwealth.  Staff  from  the  Department  of  Education  provide 
technical  assistance  to  the  six  hundred  member  Student  Advisory  Council. 

INTRODUCTION 

The  goals  contained  in  this  report  are  the  result  of  the  Student  Advisory 
Council  Summer  Leadership  Conference  held  on  the  Northfield-Mt.  Hermon  School 
campus  in  Northfield,  Massachusetts,  August  12-15,  1991.   Forty  students 
participated  in  the  seminar.  The  students  were  divided  into  state  task  forces 
to  set  their  work  plans  for  the  upcoming  year.   The  four  task  forces  are:   the 
Legislative  Task  Force,  Social  Issues  Task  Force,  School  Programs  Task  Force, 
and  the  Newsletter  Task  Force  -  all  of  which  will  be  discussed  and  described 
in  this  report. 

During  the  Northfield  conference,  the  State  Student  Advisory  Council 
established  specific  goals  for  the  upcoming  year.   In  particular,  the 
leadership  of  the  state  Student  Advisory  Council  has  identified  the  importance 
of  strengthening  communications  between  all  members  of  the  regional  and  state 
councils  as  well  as  with  students  at  the  local  high  school  level.   Plans  to 
strengthen  ties  within  the  council  will  be  initiated  with  the  first  monthly 
newsletter  as  the  result  of  the  newly  established  Newsletter  Task  Force.  With 
the  reduction  of  regional  council  meetings  to  four  per  year  (due  to  Department 
staff  cutbacks  and  the  closing  of  the  regional  centers),  it  is  imperative  to 
strengthen  the  lines  of  communication  within  the  council  by  establishing  a 
phor.e  tree,  publicizing  council  activities,  and  assisting  members  to  organize 
their  constituencies  in  local  schools  around  council  activities. 

This  year's  council  also  considers  it  important  to  continue  to  work  on  the 
unfinished  business  of  the  previous  year.   In  particular,  this  includes 
continuing  the  legislative  agenda  of  the  council  to  enact  bills  which  would 
establish  teacher  confidentiality  and  eliminate  academic  punishment. 


i 


he  Northfield  conference  was  a  valuable  learning  experience  for  all 
attendees.  Workshops  on  a  variety  of  subjects  and  issues  not  only  prepared  us 
for  the  year  ahead,  but  gave  us  a  better  understanding  of  ourselves  and  our 
peers.   With  the  enthusiasm,  commitment,  and  intellect  displayed  at  this 
seminar,  we  foresee  an  exciting  and  productive  year  ahead. 
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LEGISLATIVE  TASK  FORCE 
Abstract 

The  functions  of  this  year's  Legislative  Task  force  are  as  follows: 

1.  To  oversee  all  legislative  activities  of  the  Student  Advisory  Council. 

2.  To  monitor  all  student-related  legislation  filed  by  other  organizations. 

3.  To  organize  other  task  forces  and  student  groups  in  the  lobbying  efforts 
for  legislation. 

The  bills  we  have  chosen  to  pursue  are  all  bills  that  were  filed  in  previous 
years  and  focus  on  important  student  issues.  The  first  bill  concerns  teacher- 
student  confidentiality,  House  Bill  #1677.  This  bill  has  already  been  passed 
by  the  House  and  is  presently  on  the  Senate  floor,  waiting  for  its  first 
reading.  Our  second  bill  adds  sexual  orientation  as  a  protected  class  within 
Chapter  622.  Our  third  bill  is  the  refiling  of  an  act  to  eliminate  academic 
punishment.   It  would  prevent  schools  from  punishing  students  for  poor 
attendance  by  decreasing  or  withholding  course  grades  or  credits.  The  final 
bill  would  recommend  the  inclusion  of  AIDS/HIV  education  as  a  topic  in  health 
education  curriculum. 

The  Legislative  Task  Force  will  also  work  with  the  Department's  legislative 
office  to  review  all  legislation  filed  concerning  students.  We  will  then 
choose  to  take  either  positive  or  negative  action  concerning  each  proposed 
bill.  We  will  also  concentrate  lobbying  efforts  on  funding  for  our  schools. 
With  the  help  of  the  Department's  legal  counsel,  we  will  investigate 
legislative  options  aimed  at  increasing  revenues  for  funding  our  education. 

Objectives 

I .    Teacher/Student  Confidentiality 

This  bill  would  allow  teachers  the  rights  to  confidentiality  of 
consultation  without  the  threat  of  liability,  much  like  that  of 
doctors.  This  bill  would  not  govern  certain  situations,  such  as 
life-threatening  decisions,  in  which  the  teacher  would  still  have  to 
inform  the  administration  about  communication.  The  Student/Teacher 
Confidentiality  bill  would  provide  a  more  open  student-teacher 
relationship.  Today,  teachers  are  hesitant  to  hold  supportive 
conversations  with  students  because  of  legal  implications  and 
liability  that  would  arise  if  controversial  information  were 
shared. 

The  bill  is  now  on  the  Senate  floor,  having  already  successfully 
passed  through  the  House.  The  Legislative  Task  Force  plans  to  use 
extensive  lobbying  to  bring  the  bill  to  vote.  Our  lobbying  will 
consist  of  letters  and  phone  calls  to  our  senators  by  both  state  and 
regional  council  members.  We  will  also  encourage  local  school 
students  to  participate  in  phone  lobbying.  Finally,  a  contingency  of 
students  will  go  to  the  State  House  to  lobby  senators  to  encourage 
them  to  urge  passage  of  our  bill.   If  the  bill  is  not  passed,  we  plan 
to  have  it  refiled  by  December  6,  so  it  will  remain  in  process  for 
the  next  session. 
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II .    Sexual  Orientation 

This  year,  the  Legislative  Task  Force  will  seek  to  enact  legislation 
which  would  make  illegal  the  practice  of  discrimination  against 
students  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation.  The  addition  of  sexual 
orientation  as  a  protected  class  with  section  5  of  Chapter  76  will 
assure  that  all  students  have  the  right  to  a  free  and  safe  public 
education.  We  recognize  the  need  to  extend  these  freedoms  to  every 
student  in  the  Commonwealth.  We  hope  to  create  a  more  accepting  and 
open  atmosphere  for  all  and  allow  students  the  full  extent  of  their 
civil  rights  within  schools. 

During  the  last  year,  testimony  by  gay  and  lesbian  students 
representing  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youths  (BAGLY) 
came  to  testify  on  behalf  of  this  bill.  They  had  been  victims  of 
discrimination  because  of  their  sexual  orientation.  These  students 
represent  a  group  with  growing  numbers  who  comprise  high  rates  of 
dropouts.  We  feel  the  proposed  law  would  decrease  the  percentage  of 
dropouts  and  provide  a  secure,  safe,  and  equitable  environment  in 
which  every  student  can  learn. 

We  will  lobby  and  seek  sponsors  to  successfully  refile  this  bill  next 
year.  Our  efforts  will  include  letter  writing  campaigns,  work  with 
groups  and  agencies  such  as  BAGLY,  and  person-to-person 
communications  with  our  senators  and  representatives. 

Ill .    Academic  Punishment 

In  the  coming  year,  the  Legislative  Task  Force  will  seek  to  refile  a 
bill  that  would  make  illegal  the  practice  of  academic  punishment 
within  schools.   Academic  punishment  is  any  policy  which  reduces  or 
denies  a  student  academic  course  credit  or  grades  solely  on  the  basis 
of  the  students'  failure  to  attend  classes.  This  policy  is  practiced 
in  at  least  60£  of  the  state's  public  secondary  schools. 

Academic  punishment  is  an  obstacle  to  a  students'  full  educational 
experience.   Because  of  academic  punishment,  many  students  have  to 
withdraw  from  extracurricular  activities  that  would  otherwise  enhance 
their  communication  and  social  skills.  Studies  have  proven  that 
academic  punishment  forces  many  students  to  undeservedly  be  retained 
in  a  grade  or  drop  out  of  school  altogether.   For  example,  parenting 
teens  may  have  to  stay  home  with  their  children  many  days  throughout 
the  school  year.   If  a  student  exceeds  the  maximum  number  of  absentee 
days  set  by  the  school,  he  or  she  may  have  no  incentive  to  complete 
the  year.  Grades  should  not  reflect  a  students'  attendance,  but 
should  represent  a  students'  knowledge  and  competency  of  the  subject 
matter  through  exams,  homework,  class  work  and  class  participation. 

The  academic  punishment  bill  filed  last  year  was  placed  into  study. 
This  year,  we  will  push  to  find  sponsors  for  the  bill,  and  also  to 
contact  victims  of  academic  punishment  for  testimony  and  support. 
This  testimony  will  give  us  further  concrete  examples  of  how  academic 
punishment  can  harm  a  students'  academic  year. 
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IV.    AIDS/HIV  Education 

The  AIDS/HIV  virus  is  spreading  at  a  rapid  rate.  According  to  a 
recent  Department  of  Education  survey,  approximately  46%  of  all  high 
school  students  are  sexually  active,  and  22%  of  them  have  unprotected 
sex.  Until  today's  teens  learn  about  how  to  stop  the  spread  of 
AIDS/HIV,  growing  numbers  of  teens  will  contract  this  disease.  By 
including  an  AIDS/HIV  segment  in  health  classes,  we  can  educate  teens 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  incurable  disease.  By  using  education 
as  a  tool  against  AIDS/HIV,  we  can  eliminate  any  of  the  long-term 
costs  associated  with  the  care  of  HIV  positive  patients. 

Currently,  legislation  recommends  that  health  education  be  taught  in 
public  schools.   A  proposed  amendment  to  include  AIDS/HIV  prevention 
education  in  the  health  education  curriculum  of  public  schools  was 
filed  in  1990.  The  bill  was  put  into  study  as  part  of  a  larger  bill. 

We  plan  to  refile  this  amendment  to  Section  1  of  Chapter  71  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Laws  at  the  beginning  of  December.   In  order  to 
assist  the  passage  of  this  bill,  we  plan  to  write  and  telephone  our 
senators  and  representatives.   In  addition,  we  will  present  our  own 
testimony  at  the  committee  hearing,  as  well  as  the  testimony  of  PWA's 
(Persons  with  AIDS).  Groups  that  have  previously  offered  lobbying 
assistance  are  BAGLY,  AIDS  Action  Committee,  Children's  Hospital, 
Harvard  School  of  Public  Health,  and  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Public  Health. 

This  bill  should  be  increasingly  successful  as  a  result  of  the  recent 
support  for  health  and  AIDS/HIV  education  for  teens  as  stated  by 
Governor  Weld. 

In  conclusion,  through  intense  lobbying  campaigns  and  coalitions  with  the 
regional  SAC  members  and  other  task  forces,  the  Legislative  Task  Force  plans 
to  concentrate  its  effort  on  their  four  bills.  If  enacted,  these  bills  will 
greatly  impact  all  students  in  the  Commonwealth. 

SOCIAL  ISSUES  TASK  FORCE 
Abstract 

The  Social  Issues  Task  Force  has  decided  to  pursue  last  year's  lobbying 
efforts  to  enact  a  proposed  amendment  to  include  AIDS/HIV  prevention  education 
in  the  health  curriculum  of  public  schools;  to  develop  and  distribute  a  condom 
availability  fact  sheet;  to  organize  a  conference  focused  on  the  issues  of 
sexism,  racism,  and  heterosexism;  and  to  develop  and  distribute  an  informative 
pamphlet  on  recycling  in  schools,  to  be  printed  on  recycled  paper. 
Objectives 

I.    AIDS/HIV  Education  Legislation 

Throughout  the  year,  we  will  assist  the  Legislative  Task  Force  to 
enact  the  AIDS/HIV  education  legislation.  We  will  take  an  active 
role  in  lobbying,  testifying,  and  organizing  community  input. 
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II.    AIDS  Fact  Sheet 

Studies  have  shown  that  in  Massachusetts  the  greatest  number  of  newly 
diagnosed  cases  of  AIDS  are  among  20-29  years  of  age.  We  also  know 
that  the  disease  has  an  incubation  period  of  an  average  9-11  years. 
This  means  that  many  of  these  people  with  AIDS  contracted  the  virus 
while  they  were  teenagers.  Combining  this  fact  with  a  report  which 
states  that  sexually  transmitted  diseases  have  increased  by  over  50% 
among  teens  in  the  last  three  years  indicates  that  Massachusetts 
youth  are  at  an  increasing  likelihood  of  contracted  HIV,  the  virus 
which  causes  AIDS. 

The  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education  policy  on  AIDS/HIV  education 
states  that  "AIDS/HIV  Prevention  Education  curricula  should  include 
information  about  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  as  well  as  the  value 
of  both  sexual  abstinence  and  the  use  of  condoms  as  disease 
prevention  methods.  Furthermore,  we  believe  in  the  necessity  of 
making  condoms  available  to  those  students  who  choose  to  engage  in 
sexual  intercourse  . ..." 

With  increasing  public  support  by  the  Department  of  Public  Health  and 
Governor  Weld  for  making  condoms  both  more  acceptable  and  available 
to  teens,  it  is  our  intention  to  publish  a  fact  sheet  which  would 
increase  students1  awareness  of  their  rights  concerning  condom 
availability  in  schools  and  to  give  them  tools  for  beginning  a 
dialogue  within  their  community  about  this  important  issue. 

Ill .    "-Isms"  Conference 

A  third  objective  is  aimed  at  discrimination  as  a  rampant  element  in 
our  society.  One  way  to  help  combat  discrimination  is  through 
awareness  and  education.  We  plan  to  hold  a  conference  for  students, 
peer  leaders,  and  teachers  on  various  forms  of  social 
discrimination:  sexism,  racism,  and  heterosexism.  These  "-isms" 
result  in  both  mental  and  physical  consequences  that  will  be  the 
focus  of  workshops. 

The  conference  will  be  held  in  early  March,  and  will  include  a 
keynote  speaker/information  session  and  then  break  into  small 
discussion-oriented  workshops.  The  conference  will  close  with  the 
group  reconvened  to  brainstorm  ways  to  incorporate  the  newly  attained 
knowledge  into  their  schools. 

I V .    To  Promote  School  Based  Recycling  Programs 

Our  fourth  objective  is  to  educate  students  about  how  they  can  get  a 
recycling  program  going  in  their  own  schools.  We  will  create  and 
distribute  an  informational  pamphlet  on  this  topic. 

We  will  begin  by  gathering  phone  numbers  from  various  recycling 
companies,  as  well  as  suggestions  for  making  recycling  possible  in 
schools.  The  pamphlet  will  urge  students  and  schools  to  utilize  bins 
in  classrooms  to  collect  recyclable  paper  as  well  as  containers  in 
school  cafeterias  for  cans  and  bottles.   It  will  also  encourage 
schools  to  steer  clear  of  harmful  styrofoam  products. 

We  hope  to  solicit  recycling  companies  to  support  us  in  printing  and 
distributing  our  pamphlet.   Hopefully,  this  pamphlet  will  serve  as  an 
effective  tool  in  educating  students  and  schools  in  the  preservation 

of  our  resources. 
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Over  the  next  year,  the  Social  Issues  Task  Force  plans  to  accomplish  these 
stated  objectives.  In  doing  so,  we  hope  to  successfully  educate  not  only  our 
peers,  but  adults  as  well  on  the  topics  of  AIDS,  discrimination,  and 
recycling. 

SCHOOL  PROGRAMS  TASK  FORCE 
Abstract 

In  its  first  year  of  the  Student  Advisory  Council,  the  School  Programs  Task 
Force  will  revise  Check  It  Out:  The  Student  Guide  to  Rights  and 
Responsibilities .   It  is  extremely  important  that  students  be  aware  of  their 
rights  in  schools,  and  this  handbook  will  promote  this  awareness. 

The  handbook  was  last  revised  in  1988,  and  much  of  the  information  on  student 
rights  is  outdated.  We  will  research  and  update  this  information  focusing  on 
distributing  the  handbook  to  a  broader  base  of  students  than  has  been  reached 

in  the  past. 

In  addition,  the  School  Programs  Task  Force  plans  to  conduct  research  on 
innovative  programs  taking  place  in  schools  today.  We  will  conduct  a  survey 
to  learn  about  these  programs,  and  information  on  innovative  programs  will  be 
sent  to  schools  across  the  state  in  the  hope  that  new  programs  will  be  started 
in  many  schools. 

Objectives 

I .Revising  Check  it  Out 

Our  main  objective  is  to  revise  the  1988  edition  of  Check  it  Out. 
Students  have  basic  rights  in  school  which  are  often  infringed  upon 
because  of  their  lack  of  knowledge  regarding  their  rights.  Through 
this  handbook,  we  hope  to  increase  all  students"  knowledge  about 
their  rights  and  empower  them  to  defend  and  uphold  their  rights. 
Through  a  careful  research  and  review  of  student  rights,  we  will 
produce  a  revised  handbook  that  reflects  court  cases  and  legislation 
that  have  recently  impacted  the  rights  of  students.  After  revision 
comes  distribution  as  the  accessibility  that  all  students  have  to 
their  rights  must  be  increased.  Emphasis  will  be  placed  on  making 
sure  that  all  students  are  aware  of  this  resource,  not  only  student 
leaders. 

II.    Survey 

The  task  force  will  also  conduct  a  survey  regarding  innovative, 
unique,  and  effective  programs  in  schools  throughout  the 
Commonwealth.  Some  of  the  areas  we  will  examine  include  mediation 
and  parent  involvement.  Such  a  survey  will  provide  the  groundwork 
for  future  task  forces  in  years  to  come  and  a  pool  of  information 
from  which  interested  schools  can  draw.  We  will  disseminate  the 
compiled  data  to  schools  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Through  this  survey,  we  will  spread  knowledge  and  heighten  the 
awareness  of  innovative,  cost-efficient  educational  programs  already 
in  existence.  The  results  will  provide  a  potential  exchange  of 
resources  and  ideas  among  schools. 
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NEWSLETTER/PUBLIC  RELATIONS  TASK  FORCE 


Abstract 


The  Newsletter/Public  Relations  Task  Force  of  the  Student  Advisory  Council  is 
new  this  year.  The  main  problem  which  the  SAC  has  faced  during  its  existence 
has  been  the  lack  of  communication  both  internally  between  the  SAC  and  the 
RSAC's  and  externally  between  the  SAC,  the  RSAC's  and  high  school  students. 
The  Newsletter/Public  Relations  Task  Force  will  work  to  promote  both  the  SAC 
and  its  programs  by  publishing  a  monthly  newsletter  and  working  with  other 
task  forces  to  publicize  their  work. 

The  Massachusetts  Student  Advisory  Council  represents  the  only  student  elected 
assembly  with  an  elected  full  voting  delegate  on  the  Board  of  Education.  In 
the  past,  this  landmark  group  has  been  generally  unknown  to  the  student  body 
of  Massachusetts.  Council  delegates  have  historically  searched  for  better 
avenues  to  communicate  with  their  regional  councils,  government  officials,  and 
the  students  directly. 

The  establishment  of  a  monthly  newsletter  will  create  a  communications  network 
spanning  the  diverse  regions  of  the  state.  The  network  established  by  the 
newsletter  will  facilitate  access  to  SAC  activities  for  each  and  every 
student.  Through  this  resource,  students  will  be  able  to  learn  about  issues 
concerning  their  civil  rights  and  the  activities  of  the  SAC.  Recent  events 
have  served  to  illustrate  the  vulnerability  of  the  SAC  as  an  organization.   It 
is  important  to  inform  people  of  the  accomplishments  achieved  by  the  SAC  and  • 
continue  to  secure  general  support. 

Objectives 

The  product  of  this  task  force  will  be  a  monthly  newsletter.  This  publication 
will  distribute  the  work  of  the  State  Student  Advisory  Council  to  Regional 
Advisory  Council  members,  school  libraries,  and  the  state  Board  of 

Education. 

The  newsletter  will  consist  of  nine  sections.  Each  member  of  our  task  force 
will  be  assigned  a  section.  A  GUEST  COLUMN  will  feature  an  article  written  by 
a  prominent  educator,  legislator  or  student  leader  on  current  educational 
issues.  The  other  eight  sections  include  two  columns  written  by  task  force 
staff  on  issues  other  student  groups  are  involved  in.  Our  editorial  entry 
will  be  a  column  known  as  WORDS  FROM  THE  FRINGE.   This  will  be  filled  by 
pieces  selected  from  the  state's  independent  "pirate"  newspapers,  a  viewpoint 
generally  not  represented.   Also  included  will  be  an  advice  column. focusing  on 
student's  rights  called  "Dear  Donmeister",  and  a  piece  looking  into  task  force 
activities  called  "SAC  What  We're  Up  To."  The  paper  will  also  include  "Quotes 
of  the  Month,"  political  cartoons  and  photos.  To  keep  everyone  informed,  a 
current  events  calendar  will  be  included. 

The  task  force  will  also  promote  conferences  and  pertinent  events,  and  work 
with  other  task  forces  to  disseminate  information  on  issues  affecting 

students.   This  will  include  the  distribution  of: 

Condom  Availability  Fact  Sheet 

Pamphlet  on  Recycling 

Survey  of  Innovative  Programs  in  Schools 

Our  first  issue  will  be  an  introductory  look  at  the  Student  Advisory  Council. 
The  first  half  of  each  monthly  task  force  meeting  will  be  devoted  to  the 
review  of  work  and  discussion  of  articles,  columns,  and  cartoons.   In 
addition,  we  will  plan  the  layout  of  the  newsletter.   The  secondf  half  of  the 
meeting  will  focus  on  planning  the  next  issue.   We  will  assign  staff  columns 
and  discuss  the  theme  of  the  next  month's  issue  and  what  changes  need  to  be 
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